
TEXAS DEMOCRATIC PARTY TALKING POINTS 
Raise Teacher Pay 

 
 

• Hou se  De m ocra t s  w ill b e  ra llyin g  a t  t h e  Ca p it o l on  Tu e sd a y t o  
ra lly su p p o rt  fo r Re p . Ja m e s Ta la ric o ’s  n e w  b ill t h is  w e e k  t h a t , 
if p a sse d , w ill p ro vid e  t h e  b ig g e s t  t e a c h e r  p a y ra is e  in  Te xa s  
h is t o ry .  
 

• 4 0 % o f Te xa s  t e a c h e rs  w o rk  a  s e c o n d  jo b  t o  p a y t h e  b ills . 
Th o u s a n d s  a re  le a vin g  t h e  p ro fe s s io n . In  Te xa s , t e a c h e r  
s a la r ie s  a re  $ 7 ,50 0  b e h in d  t h e  n a t io n a l a ve ra g e  -- p u t t in g  
u s  in  t h e  b o t t o m  h a lf o f s t a t e s . 
 

• Te a ch e r q u a lit y is  t h e  # 1 sc h o o l-re la t e d  fa c t o r in flu e n c in g  
st u d e n t  su cce ss . W e  a sk  a  lo t  from  ou r t e a ch e rs. In  t h e  
a ft e rm a t h  o f COVID, t h e y a re  fa c in g  h ist o ric  le a rn in g  lo ss  a n d  
a n  e sca la t in g  m e n t a l h e a lt h  c risis . 
 

• Te a ch e rs a re  a lso  t h e  la t e st  t a rg e t  in  t h e  c u lt u re  w a rs -- a n d  
d u e  t o  o u r b roke n  fire a rm  p o lic ie s, w e  a sk t h e m  t o  b e  
b o d yg u a rd s  from  m a ss sh oo t e rs. 
 

• Te xa s h a s  m o re  t e a c h e rs t h a n  a n y o t h e r st a t e  in  t h e  c ou n t ry. 
Te xa s h a s  $4 7 b illion  in  u n sp e n t  fu n d s b e t w e e n  o u r b u d g e t  
su rp lu s a n d  t h e  “Ra in y Da y Fu n d .” 
 

• W e  c a n  b e  in  t h e  Top  10  st a t e s  fo r t e a ch e r p a y a n d  st ill h a ve  
HALF o f t h e  u n sp e n t  fu n d s le ft  ove r. Ou r b ill w ill h e lp  u s  
re t a in  ou r b e st  t e a c h e rs a n d  re c ru it  t h e  b e st  a n d  b rig h t e st  
in t o  Te xa s  sc h o o ls. 
 

• Fu n d in g  sc h o o ls is  t ru e  p rop e rt y t a x re lie f. In c re a sin g  sch o o l 
fu n d in g  a t  t h e  st a t e  le ve l is  t h e  on ly su st a in a b le  w a y t o  
sig n ific a n t ly b rin g  d o w n  loc a l p ro p e rt y t a xe s . 

 


